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Health Law 
Research

Temple University Beasley School of Law

● Founded in 2009 

● Advancing the use of policy 
surveillance data, methods 
development and training, and tools to 
elevate the field of legal epidemiology 
to achieve better health and greater 
health equity 

● Building a transdisciplinary 
community of individuals interested in 
laws that influence health
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Law has a powerful influence on health
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Transdisciplinary Approach

“A transdisciplinary model of public health law, integrating legal and scientific elements of the 
work and the workforce, will lead to more robust evidence of the law’s impact on health and 

more rapid diffusion of effective policies.”

Burris S, Ashe M, Levin D, Penn M, Larkin M. A Transdisciplinary Approach to Public Health Law: The Emerging Practice of Legal Epidemiology. Annu Rev 
Public Health. 2016;37:135-48. doi: 10.1146/annurev-publhealth-032315-021841. Epub 2015 Nov 30. PMID: 26667606; PMCID: PMC5703193.
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Transdisciplinary Approach - Example

Project aim: 

Evaluating law as an intervention to improve health 
outcomes and reduce disparities related to HIV, viral 

hepatitis, STIs, or TB
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Transdisciplinary Approach - Partners
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Transdisciplinary Collaboration 

● Identification of priority research needs

● Conceptualization of research question 

● Creation of quantitative legal data

● Conducting empirical analysis



Identification of Priority 
Research Needs 
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Identification of Priority Research 
Needs

Mini-Delphi process

• Subject matter experts completed a survey independently, rating 
19 legal actions that may influence health outcomes or disparities 
related to HIV, hepatitis, STIs, or TB

• Engaged in discussion to add more context to survey results
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Identification of Priority Research 
Needs – Survey Results
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Identification of Priority Research 
Needs

Rapid Literature Scans

● Topics selected based on:
○ Initial areas of interest, and 
○ Causal inferences regarding how laws may affect health outcomes related to 

the infections of interest

● Purpose: 
○ What research already exists on the health effects of the laws? 
○ What is the quality of that research?



Conceptualization of 
Research Question 
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Conceptualization of Research 
Question

● Theory and mechanisms

● Data needs – legal data and outcome data

● Study design



Legal Data Creation 
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Methods

Policy surveillance - The systematic collection, analysis, 
and dissemination of laws and policies across jurisdictions 

or institutions, and over time.



16

Identification of Key Variables
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Quantitative Legal Data



Conducting Empirical 
Analysis
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Conducting Empirical Analysis

● Development of study design

● Conceptualization and conducting evaluation
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Research on Key Health Issues
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Translation and Dissemination
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● Visit phlr.org,  LawAtlas.org, and 
PDAPS.org

● Sign up for our bi-weekly newsletter: 
https://bit.ly/CPHLRemail

● Follow us on social media

○ Instagram: @templelegalepi 

○ Twitter/X: @PHLR_Temple

○ Facebook

○ LinkedIn

○ YouTube

Newsletter sign up

http://phlr.org/
http://lawatlas.org/
https://pdaps.org/
https://bit.ly/CPHLRemail



